[Preliminary results of a preoperative polychemotherapy protocol in carcinomas of the pharyngo-larynx. Oncovin, methotrexate and bleomycin (author's transl)].
213 squamous carcinomas of the pharyngo-larynx (piriform fossa, pharyngo-laryngeal junction and larynx) received preoperative chemotherapy in the form of oncovin, methotrexate and bleomycin (OMB). All the patients then underwent total or partial laryngectomy, associated with lymph node excision of some sort, followed by radiotherapy. A symptomatic improvement after OMB was seen in 21.2% of cases. Overall tumour response regardless of the site was 32%. Tumour response was all the better when lymph nodes were histologically free of disease (38.7% tumour response in N- as against 26.7% in N+). There was no significant difference in 1 year survival rates between those patients in whom there was a tumour response and those in whom tumour size remained the same.